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activities since our last AGM in March last year:
The ensuing twelve months have seen a significant cha
your Societyb6s activities

of our Founder and Honorary Life President ar rr rcrrarans

Graham Perkins, on Wednesday Nove
18n at the grand age of 94. Graham not
founded the Nelson Appreciation Saadety ¢
it was originally styléal March 2001, but X
in addition to running it almost singleha
for the first couple of years, was a tirel
supporter of the Nelson Society of Aust
(Inc.) as it was to becoinéght up to the

said in my short Valedictory in the |

newsl etter, iéwithd :
and drive, the Nelson Society of Austrang
woul d |l ong since have ceas

He was farewelled by a large congregation of family and f

including many Society members, at his funeral in Mandu

Friday 2TNovember. He will be sadly missed by us all,

from a personal perspective, | will miss our frequent cha

his wise counsel .
In May we had the first of our informal lunchtime meetin
this occasion at Rosi e

O6Connor gave us a very i

martial and execution of Admiral Sir John Byng. In

encouraging start to the
well attended with probably the largest gathering of me

and guestsas well as several members of the general pul

that we have seen in years.

Richard Savage followed up in July with the first in a se
tal ks about Nelsonbs ships
September, we held a lunchtime meeting at the South of
Yacht Club, courtesy of David Agostini, who is a membe
and who gave us some interesting insights into his f
connections with Nelson through the Sucklings.

04

November at the RAAFA Estate at Bull Creek and
nge athough numbers seem to be slowly decreasing each
b wear, get d goaddime wae had bysalh whb atteeddd
what has now become our longest
running annual event, and our thanks
have to go to Bob Woollett and his
committeei Bob has been the
driving force behind every Pickle Night
since its inception in 2001.
We finished the year with an informal
Christmas get together at the home of
Betty & John Foster, where Betty
showed us their extensive collection of
memor abil i a, i nclud
¥ -Off Pennant, and then started the New
{ eYedr twiths a ansalin gathering at St
¥ Mi chael 6s Church in
e dSunday ¥0Jeaxni. s tt.o. .@o mme mor at e
%endmd the burial of our Time Capsule, ten years ago.
ahwve compl eted the year 6s
andpicnic on Monday &ebruary, which was as usual,
s amthe of the hottest days of the summer, but

nonetheless enjoyable in the comparatively cool
ys, @avening breeze on Wireless Hill. During the year, the
G wimreely @ she $word of r Exoebence ffoe 2015 whse
n tamnouaced henwgs Lsehtenant Comraadnder Adliti
arkhannaRAN- although we have heard nothing
n efwthemabout i whien the Swoadt is lik&yo to dbs
mbemesented, or indeed of the presentation to the 2014
lic winner, Lieutenant Nicholas Graney. Nevertheless it is

pleasing to note that Navy has now caught up with the
ies backlog; at least the announcement of each annual
, awagdais mowabeingRmadd e th® fyéar m dwichs
Perithoccurs and | get the impression that the Sword of
[ theExcellence is regaining some of the importance and
amilyegard in which it was held by RAN in earlier years.
This is particularly gratifying in view of the fact that the

Then in October, we again joined with the Victoria League ®word of Excellence Award is probably the most

commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar with a lunch at
Shenton Park headquarters, on SutidagtdBer.

The end of October also witnessed the marriage of two
Committee members, Gillian Mead and Richard Savage
lovely sunny Saturday afternoon in South Fremantle.

thesignificant thing that the Nelson Society of Australia
has contributed in its fifteen years of existence.

of oMl Committee members havemenated for office

, onia the coming year for which | am extremely grateful,

but there will be a rotation of some of the positions.




Richard Savage, who has served on Committee for th
years, six of them in what | consider to be the most imp

in the Societythat of Secretaihas decided to relinquish 1

of fice, and | should | i ke
his enthusiasm and industry over the years. As Secretal
been a tower of strength and, incidentally, has been pe

similar function for the Australia Britain Society for a n

years as well. He is now retiring to the backbenches so
as wi || hi s new bri de, Gi

Secretary but both will remain active Committee membel

b Mytor@teful thanks to them both and my thanks also to Day
orisgngtine who has nominated for the position of Secretat
hdYe owe a great debt of gratitude to all Committee membe
for otheis dlavatianiol Secikty effaiR,ibecauaer withdwt the
ywhe hagvoul dnot have a Societ
farayliing dribute to out late Founder, that Graham was large
unigsponsible for the longevity the Nelson Society o
té\gptsaka, but | think Richard should also share some of th
respongilility. Inacloging, il must slsoegiyepny ihgnksdta o
sPatron, David Orr, who despite declining health continues
support your Society. Mike Sargeant

Lunch following the AGM

ma

At the AGM Graham Chapman
presented with a Nelson Medag
by Mike Sargeant as a thank &8
for his being a standard beare

functions over the years. {
He was also given a certificate
recognition for his good work.
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he securing of Mediterranean ports had been a goal
 reality to his theatre of operations. His brief observations
rasp of strategic issues went beyond his immediate duti
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Nothing much has changed in 200 years
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of Russian leaders for centuries, and Nelson reciggnised t
in his report to St Vincent was another piegehat bigglence pr
es.

gl

JosepNelFs&€al Sped ks




