U has &0 be s3id - 'moa murderer, Unintended of
Icuur.-'.u hut cven so, 1 el | sheubd keop a low profile

ar the funernl. It was 2 oo one too, The eercrnony
was digmified There were Niwers and ok of Black ribbon
and cripe. The coffin wis o rather semtling nesn pimk,
and perhaps Dritney Spears wis 2 linle oo upbear foe
the necasion, bl the principal mowrners were perfecly
satisfiad, The mum of the house ipoke u few well-chozen
wiords, & shor praycr follawed and the coffin was consigned
for the flowerbed. Blachic the goldfish had gone,

| Enew ot waes moy foel, but despste what Ble Whe
Knows All says, | elid sead the label {Although | ask vou
howw’ difReull i it b0 wse @ shower cleaner? N just & marser
ul when te wipe. Is it right nosw, in ten manutes of not atall”
Fhad even chosen an envinmentalbe-friendly cleancr, It
just wasnt very friendly 10 Blackie. )

I wits halfway through my clean-op operatson when
He Whi koows All wandered in: “What are you domg?
Heve you consubered the Gsb™ & guestion tlee 1 el
hid o somewhar biblical nng s i, “What de you megn™
I adked. “The fimes.” he shouted. I like Cheenobal in
st Cover the mnk!™”
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Within seconds the fish tank was sheouded o rowels, the
filter marned afT arnd the wamdows theown omen to honwlarys
zalkz, Coldie the comnnon goldiish was looking sick - lins
clamqped miserably o her sides on she sulbed in the cormcr,
Blackic-thessonw seemed fine. He Who Krows All broke
il £/ mode: “Bocket!™ he snapped as he haoled ners and
aguanuen cheemicls cad of the cupbadnd,

Hefore you could say “dorsal fin™ the bewildersd fish
were flating in the bucket while the tank. the fake grass,
the lintle trexsure chest amd e multi-coloured stones were
scrabbed and bosed down, | was detailed 1o wash down the
shoer o wot el of [ingeaimg fumes. Finaily everything
wak put back o the tank and [ slunk off in scarch of @
gl phics ol wine

The next disy Cinldez was fine but Blackie was anling. The
children Ratly refimal o bebicve my explanaion thal fish
swim gidewarys when they are tired, while | polisely declined
their affers o nurse Blwkie back 10 healih instead of pomg
to schoal. As soon as they cume oo they med 1o the tank,
Blackse was still swimning Sideways ba bad develaped a
downwand hst. The pet shop people wers pessingstic,

“Flush bim™ waid theie “fich expon”,

Lacer that evenng, Fle Who Kaows All srrived hame
with an felivats (inidde e Bprapeiwrms. which e pisred oaer
with no apparesd resubl. Blackee wis bobhing areund
bumping e evervibing =e [ pu biay i e selinen oek

well, dhe hascket senally. | prepared the childeen for the
wirst, =Yoo peisened bim ! My eldess wias nod happy,

Fhe mext day the children backs Blackie an emational
Bargvell bolime ahey lelt for school. They barcly glanced
ul mve, Flipping throwgh the guide, | came 1w a chapier on
salwater haths for very sick freshwater fish. *Worth a oy
I thowzhd

The bath Gndshed Blackie off aliogether. Bowed with
puilt, | wrapped his tiny corpse i plastic and ok him
downstairs. Sioce it was i het day, 1 iended to put him i
I Indge 50 the children could @y poodbve w Bim Iater,
but a knock ot the door disiacicd me and 1 pat him o ihe
frcezer by misdake.

When the children camc home, 1 beuke the nows genily.
“Can [ ste him™ askedd rhe eddest tearfulle. Ti was anly
then ihat § reslised where | had Jeft Biackie. Was he. |
wiondered, 1o saaall te defiesd inihe microwave?

*¥ou froce b ™ My cldest was bormified. She snachiad
the rock-solid eorpie out of my hands and raced up 1o her
roowm, with her sister poundmg up the <tairs bohind ber,
“He wis alrvady dead™ | volumesred withoot much hope
Powas wseless, They refuscd 1o talk 1w me and would oaly
dhscuiss funeral srmngements with He Whe Knows Al

“Well, perhane this will seach them somcthimg about
death,” 1 thought optinstically. I8 may have, bae [ thenk
ey yuunaeE bk the comept of ife aler coath a limle
toe lirerally, Ske dug up Bluckie three mes lagt week to
“arg tl he's pone in heaven vel” Sensitive resders wil] be
happy 1o bearn that Blackie e now been relocalod o an
uncliscloeed place whvene b can rest in ciernal peace. U




