% Vereeniging is
a fortunate spot,
unique in South
Africa, where
coal and water
are found in

abundance ® —

Founding lather, namse
i F A T

A PLACE IN
HISTORY

Vereeniging has tempered the
steel of its existence in the fiery
furnace of a turbulent past.
Epidemics, wars and natural
disasters have all had some
influence on the development of

the

he phoneers ol
Verceniging were men
ol vision who made
invaluabe
comiributions o the cty. These
men r-e'l.l::lj.'.niwn:| the |:u.|-'|1'|1l:.'|| in
an area that was not, at that
timie, particularly attractive.
Or T W Leslie in his diary “Casuial
Memories of an Ocogenarian®,
wriles: ‘A Irip [ronim Pretoria to
the Yaal River on horseback
tock vaser 12 howrs, We travelled
im a sphder drawn by six mulbes
— it teroks wis fourieen and a hall
hours, Coming froam Pretona
where gardens, hills and trees
abounded, the country here
beoked very desolate and
forbidding. Mo trees. except a
few near the rlver and near a
place called Houtkop. There was
a strange absence of birds,
ambmals and plann life. Over thie
dry tare veld, only the harsh
grating scream ol the kiewsen
could be heard. 1 saw a few
hamerkoappe and quite a bot of
micercans and the repulsive bare-
headed vultures were commaon.’
Later in his e, Dr Leslie wrope:
*When we look around
Vereeniging today and see trees
and gardens everywhers amd
the river Nowing full and free
and ivs banks lined with a
wealth of weeping willows —
we have difficulty in recalling
the conditions when the town
aned couniryside was bare of
viegetation and the river, when
niot in lood, was a irenich that
could be walked across almost
anywhere and nowhere a iree
in sight. no weeping willows,

city.

nodhing, except an odd acacia,
horrida here and there.” D,
Lestie eventually becamae the
lirs1 mayor ol Yereeniging.

A Tradition of
Determination

George W Stow, 21 years ol age
and unemployed, arrived in
South Alrica lrom Great Britain
and wemt in scarch of coal Tor
the then independent colony ol
Griqualand West and the Cape
Colony,. He discovered a 12 fooi
seam al Maccauvhel i the late
1870s. The government of the
Orrargge Free State who
cmployed Stow at than time,
decided that the scam was 100
far morth. S1ow approached Mr
Samuel Marks, the Russian borm
digmend magnate and
millionaire developer. Marks,
brilliant businessman. promptly
empsloyed Stow with the
instruction — and the money —
to buy 4% many farms as he
believed had coal. Suow
purchased 126 000 acres and
the first mine was bl om the
Transvaal side af the Vaal River.

The meeling beivween Marks
and Stow resulved inthe
founding of "D i
APRIEAANTCNT BN Orasip Yy
STAATSCHE KOLEN EN MINERALEN
Ml WS IGEG ",

I Stoaw, who died ragically in
1922, discovered the cnal tha
was 1o lay the foundations of
Vereenlging, Sammy Marks s 1o
bie credited with the
development of the oy, Marks
was 4 man of remarkable vision

and imdustry, even more so
perhaps when one considers
that in 1891, as a Jew. he had
mi woling or citizen’s rights,

An intriguing historical
background

Difficult Days

Although many of the role
playvers im the carly days ol
Yerceniging were English, there
wiere low English speaking
newoamers as ‘the English
public was not interesied
because they could nor coneeive
that there were any pssibilities
im a v with a tatally i
unpronounceable name.” The
govermment of the day was
notlceably unsympathetic, as
illustrared by President Kruger's
speech at the occasion of 1he
apening of the first railvway
bridge that was 1o fink the
Republic of the Crange Free
State with the Sooth Alrican
Republic. The Presiden
remarked that since he had
allowed the bridge 1o be buill in
the firse place, hie could close i
choawen i thee Llidlanders {or
furugm-r:«.] did niot tl'I."IIIﬂ'.'\'l_'
themselves

Yereeniging gresw ancd
prospered In sphie of setbacks. 1In
1882, Samuel Marks' company
applied bor the laving out of the
foundagions of a town on the
larms Leewswkuil and
Klipplaardrife. The plans were
approved and the name
Verceniging was decded upon
— 1aken from the last word in

pelan for the fown weas dravvn |.l1.'
lohan Rhsik

Moméentum Gathers

In 18940 a telegraph office was
colabdished. The lirst pasd allice

was apencd on 29 January 1892
and the lirst sports club was
started. Sammy Marks began
Vereenlging's plamation at
Maccauvlei. When his mine

[oreman informed Sammy thai
trees would mod grow in ihe
arga, Sammy answered “Well
then, by Gaod, 1'll make thiem
o’ and planted four million
teees, The frst municipality
began a5 a health commiies,
and a school followed shonly
afterwards.

Verceniging continued 1o
develop in ke wyiesars that
follimegcd, Thie Coal mine
became even more IR POTTAN
witlh the discovery of gald in the
Witwatersrand and the fown
developed Inte an imporiant
trade cemtee, The lirst industry,
apart from the coal mines, was
thie VeErpENGG BrRiCK asb THi
Comeasy Lo, Now Known as
thr VEREER GG REFRACTOSREES
Lo, i i the largest
manulaciurer of lreproof
material on the Alrcan
continent,

Al that timee there was nio
form ol local government in
Vereeniging. Authority reslded
im tha local Justice of the Peace,
whir was [nstalled in oflice in
1892 when the population of
the o was barely 100 people.
senator Marks realised that 1he

g swould, inodime, develop
into a greal indusidal centre and
with this in mind he registened
the Vercenlging Estates Lid in

1 89T v Dnartbeer |.‘||:"|.'|:'|11||
Viereeniging

Shadow of War

The Anglo-Boer War of 18%4%,
alfected Vereeniging In more
ways Than ang, Tradition has it
that enormous stockpiles of
golid, were 1o be exponcd o the
Cape Colony lor sale Eeeping.
by the various ming nterests
and banks. The gold was
conliscated at Vereeniging
Station and evidently used by
the HBeoers 1o panly finance the
war agalnst the British. Seven
mcmths and sewven days alier
waar broke outl, Yerceniging was
occupied by the British. Lord
Roberts 1ook Johanneshurg and
a few daws alter that, Pretosia
weas occupled. For the Following
v years, the Boer forces
continued the struggle. During
theat timee a nember of Boer
prisoners, women and children
were kept in the conoentrackon
camp in Vereeniging.

Senator Marks played an
imponant mole o medlator
between the opposing camys.
ang The PFeace Treaty of
Yercembging was signed on
31 May 1902 in Pretoria. There
i%a |,:rr|-r:r.1| acceplance of the
fadct that with the signing ol Lhae
Treaty, the new South African
mation came o being.

O 15 November 1911, the
Usion Stiwd, CORPORATHON OF
SourH Armsca was founded, The
COrporalion Wias 1o atiract many
companies 1o Verveniging
resuliing in its establishment as
one of Soaath Alricas greatest
centres in the steel and
engineering indusiries,

In 1912, Verecniging was
declared a large municipalicy
and tha Yicromea FALLS asD
Tramsvaal Powin Comeasy buils
a power statlon on the banks of
the Yaal Biver in the same year.

The world at War

With the outhreak ol the First
Waorld wWar. the coal mines and
the steel faciory in Vereeniging
wenl into armament
production. As Verceniging
possessed warer. coal and

clictric pover, the town's
importandce as an area ol great
industrial potential acceleraned.

I D925 ther mew
parliamentary elecioral diserict
ol Vereeniging was proclaimed,
Later developments included the
creatbon of the Yaal Dam and
the largest thermal povwer
station im the sowthemn
hemisphere and the
establishiment of lirms such as
AMCOR, AFEICAN CANLDS, Sarin
amid MoKiNmoN CHAIN,

The first hospital was
completed in 1938 and a new
power stathom was buily
bordering the Springlicld mine
wilibeh was 1o supply the coal,
The first fire station was built in
1939,

Hostilities Renewed

Vercenlging realised befose the
outhreak of Woreld wWar 11 thae
Foreign raw matierial souwrces
could e endangered by the
hrstilithes. McKmnmon Cran and
Armncas Camns erected lactories
in Verceniging and a nuembser of
companies werne able o find
thwrid feet in the difficult war
years, A bew months alver the
outhreak of war. all primary
indusiries were switched o
AFTREITRC j"rl.:l'ﬂlll.'lill.lll.
Thousands ol munitions
wiorkers flooded into
Vercenbging many of wham
were women. The war years
disturisect the s1atus guo of the
towm and there was much
stburban development

A wave of indusurial
development during the decades
after the war brought scores of
wehnictans, radesmen,
operalors engineers and
administrative personnel io
Vereeniging. Suburban
development and the creation o
shopping cenires and beisure
arcas increased

wWith the establishment of the
Lethalba paasser cenine Lo the
sl of Vereeniging. one of the
largest power statlons in Seuth
Alrica came into being.

Vereeniging has fulfilled the
role of Mother City in the Vaal
Triangle [or many years and yet
has nol even reached it ol
potential. The search lor furtlser
imclustrial arcas and living arcas
continues and lurther growth of
the city is ervisiored,

® Vereeniging
POSSesSses Oone
remarkable
resource in
abundance —
the
incorruptible,
unquenchable
spirit of the
people that is
fuelled by the
pride and love
that they have
for the city ®



