GREAT VONDE

IKE A BROKEN MNECKLACE,

THE GREAT BARRIER REEF LIES

SCATTERED OFF THE COAST

OF NORTH EASTERN

AUSTRALIA PROTECTING THE
QUEENSLAND COAST FROM THE
POUNDING PACIFIC. TWO
THOUSAND KILOMETRES LONG,
STRETCHING FROM THE TROPIC
OF CAPRICORN IN THE SOUTH
TO THE TORRES STRAIT BETWEEM
AUSTRALIA AND NEW GUINEA
IN THE NORTH, THE GREAT
BARRIER REEF IS THE LARGEST
UVING STRUCTURE IN THE
WORLD.

CORALITA
live aboard diving

Cootrary  to popular belicl, the shore
divmag off the Queensland coast =
virtunlly non-existenl ox the reef itself,
where the dive sites are o be found, i=
many kilometres off shore. Vamous
optiaies ke, however, east for the diver
susch os day trips, mlond resorts and live-
ahoard hoats. Dy trips are cheapest but
are limited v scope. Skeck catamarans,
leaveng feoim Cairms, Townsvalle and Port
Domigtlas o naine a fow, take soorkellers
ﬂ:H_! LI';'«'I,:TH. [CF] 4!;",'!_'."1! i];'l.'l; Hi“_:n [i01] 1]|.|,'
reel im om matler of o few howurs.
Helicopters manage the same trips in a

fur shorter tme but at a mue
coml. A chosce of two hundr
resorts cater for divers, snorks
wildlife enthusiasts. The resor
affer a varety of entertaimm
diy im.! aerad !l1ﬁr|-h.'”i'llﬂ. to reel
andd submersible trps. For th
diver, live-aboards offer con
diving amd o wide selectson of s
the borats sponsl dhuys visiting ih
coral cave and bommies of the
they often venture further ol
widers of the Coral Sen.
There are o miamb
whomrds Troam wihich o choose o
|l-|,::|1.1r'| 11l|.|.ill|'!.' Frasim Poert I.:Il'al_|'q|.|
wnd Tovwnsville. The “Coralita'

chioiee, Uhwmed by Alby Lecbell,

rn.-pumti-rn (i) Australm's !'H;l-ll IJi'I.L'
odventure hoat.  Buili by the Wrghs
brathers in Brishane, the Coralita is 23,6
ietres long with o beam of seven metres
und o crume speed of eleven knots, She
has o i Ty af thiree thsusaid i aeal
miles and = fiied with  moedern
navigabional  eguipment. Six fully
mirconditicned cabins sleep two apscee.
The emw consmsted of Drew, ithe
extremely compelent skipper, Linne, the
vivacious hostoss, Crayg, the irrepressible
dive master and AMick, the mpossibly
shenider crealor ol EErgEanEuan,
gastrenomic Feasts,

IThe Corabita departs f(rom
Caarna for the Morth Coral Sea mip for
the best part of the yeor. I rovim

Tk -'aij'. Poreta Bass af Cod Hele are wiener ving 1o the unmitiofcd

TEair

endhnéii ond exlrowerd Behaiaul provide divers wil

papetience. Phata: Piel omd orin van Iyl

5L‘1’Hl|.'l'llh|.'r te Drevcinber she keaves frem
Tq:-l-'.nwilll- foer the :';-uﬂulll. 1:nr||| H..,lﬂ_
Sceptember ond Oetober are the colmest
s ‘|-1I.|HI1*! between  the evelme
menson und the trode winds, "1The q-fn_-dulg
shwmild be checked before booking.

e Il'i.['l [T9er ST T |1||l|1ll frn“.
Cuime. (e destination was flexible i
that pomit s Cyclone Liss prevented us
from 1:|1'|1.'rin.|.'. the |'|1.'||'|.||1g swells of the
Coral Sea. We meandered along the reel,
stopping hore and there as the Taney wok
ws: Morman Beef with whiie tpped reaf
sharks and o lone turtle, moving walls of
fusilbers, clegant nudibranchs and giant
Mmiri Wirnsse: ‘!..’pu| Heel, a enlm lngoom
fringed by reels Agmeourt Reel with lurge
game sh patrolling the vertical oute

Beautiful corals and briliant colour:
thie seattered roels of the Coral Sec
Phato: Piet and Korim van Iyl




wills and tronguil coral goardens on the
mzide:r 5 14 Ribhons Heel with giant
clams like opened velvel purses; Pixee
Finnecle, famous for a world of small,
exodic fivh life; and porhaps most (amoas
ol all = Chod Hole

Locoted m Cormaorant Pass
it thee morthern end of the Ribbons Reefs,
Cod Hole s home o o fwmily of
approsamaiely  Gifteen o twenly  gant
FPotatn Bass. Meossuring at beast one amnd
a hall metres n length the bass can be
ruther alurmimg as they ghide m o greet
divers  enthusinstically.  Confidently
1|hui|'ir|u.! thic usuial |.!ifl ol fowid, the hxh are
completely unafraid a5 they have bocn
profected by the Australan Parlamont
sinee 195] .

Each trip on the Coralila =
different.  Provailing conditions, divers
inclinntions, marme lfe activity arc all
then into secount when sclectme the
next dive site. The hmited mumber of
divers nlbows for spontoneily, ns in oor
cage, when we stopped o swim wath o
lﬂu'_t[ll] ﬂn-up ol ll.lllll'l11il'l'|- thal were
surfing the bow wave.

The furthest point north of
cair trip wim Lizard Teland, hobdoy hede-
away of the nch and famous. Here we
cclchrated the sunset with a beach hran,
Wi four in the mormming an  cnorTous,
exguisitely marked mantm ray tambled
wnndd ‘_II:L_’II i @ slivéw-raolaog ill.llll|l.l| ol
pguatic  scrobalics  under our  stem
spatlight. I the sillence of the pre-dawn,
skimming hike a shadow oagainst ihe
ipamarine sea, il wis o fciog ferewell
‘l‘lllll |hl.' f:nnﬂ I!un';l,:r I-tﬂ.-r

COD HOLE
Adventure diving on the Great
Barrier Reel

It was with some trepalation thar 1
Inunchied myself off the hack of the hoat,
Anchored at Cod Hole, on the great
Harmier Heel aboard the ve-phoard dive
bapad, the Clormlbios, we were aboul (o
embark on an ehentation dive o
acclimatize ourselves to the family of
ginnt Potutoe Boss after whom Cad Hole
s nined. The purpose of the seeond dive
wotild e to fieed the fumily!

I had been blithely unoware
of the size of these fish until the pre-dive
bricfing which put alarming emphasia on
the physical shom-sightedness of the cod
aridl their |rr'il:ull:1': hll’\il ilr n.-qud.ln": RNy

umguarded fingers and handse s
appetizing litthe snacks. As scraps of
squid were thrown overboard, the sea
bailed wwith hungry Cod, unnerving me
CVER e,

{Ynee uiibee the Baat, '\:illl-.;nﬂ
gently o the coral below, | realised why
an orentation dive wos recommended.
Suspended all abowt us were thirieen cod,
wyaiching owr genitle descent with interest.
Divers are o well krevan source of Tomd
and we were grected with enthusinsm.
Hug,e meittled shapes g‘liq,h:d up o us,
chose enough o hugd and completely
feardess. | concentruted on keeping my
fingers to myself and tried to keep an eyve
on all thirteen odd fish, Imipossibie! |
wis soon spmning ke o top with the
eflort.

Safely back on board, the
divemaster informed ws that the cod had
been comparitnely lethorgic as we hod
tnkenn no fesd down with us. He
remarked gleclully that we would see o
hit of action on the mext dive,

Cirang, e divemusticr curried
rhr {:II,I. ] i lll:ul;: (5 H:I“;nl:r sl (] “.l.p
cut mio one of the swles.  As we
approached the selected feading site, the
cod  followed, their groceful ghding

rertion speeding up mito swill turns and

divrts, Crogg ok up position
coral formation shaped like a
The solid surface wgainst his b
provent sneak attacks from be
foK U Our VArseds  peositi
plhstogriphers jostling for the |
the more coutious of us mai
disereet distnnee.

A the food wppes
Wias wn I.'"iTl"H".ilhI'l al u:r:!in:i!'g..
ood twisted and writhed org
other in o freney, cracking thei
taals with m sound hike guanshoi
ol smaller fish shimmiered @rom
ciagerly snotching striy maors
lurde maoriny eels curved sinu
thee Mruy, the larger one seitlin
Crong's lege e he crouched an
A huge Mapolean Wrasse, &
thiwn the cod, kbamed ominoeusl
bluie and with |i.HhL|.'ni:|b.|.]_ buersd
smulched  food  from  Crai
whenever the opportunity
izell. (e of the Morays, ima
burst of enthusinsm, stuck his
the food contwiner and worre
terrier. All oo soon the food w
aned the fish drified away. W
reluctantly, our minds sl pr
wiith the disploy we hod witnes

Cod Hole s locw

Morth of the Gremt Barrie
{Cormeorent Pass.  The famil
Potaie Bass or Cod (E

Tukulal swas discovered by
Valerne Taylor in 1973, The
nineteen that hived there at the
hunted by boat skippers in (2
had Bearmed of the location in
1.I|!|-'I-II'1'|- mibsrmgile i I-.r:vr:[l il =
1781 there were less than ten |
and Valerie Tavlor led ithe
preserve the remaining few an
the Ausiralian I:|I:E“:|'IF||: [RTH
miaking Cormorant Paes o apec
which spear and  Bne s
prohibited.

l'osday the famiy
upproximicly sixieen.  Than
pr\-:-l!wi'lve laws, the cod wre =t
townrds divers and Cod Hole
o provide divers with g onee-in
diki:q! ilvernture.
4G HANDLEY
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